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Hands Free / Les Mains Libres 
From Dada to Lettrism and Body Art 
Jean Petithory avant-garde publisher and book-
seller 
Edited by Jean Khalfa 

ISBN:  9781900355797 
Pages:  80  
Price:  £30.00
Pub Date: 1 September 2013
Subject Categories:   Art History, French Art 
movements- 20th century, Surrealism, Dada, 
Lettrism
Web:  www.blackapollopress.com/petithory.html

Published to accompany an important 

exhibition on the avant-garde bookseller 

and gallery-owner Jean Petithory held at the 

Wren Library, Trinity College, Cambridge in 

September 2013, this beautifully lithographed 

book has 48 illustrations with images by Aude Jessemin, Maurice Lemaître, Henri 

Maccheroni, Man Ray, Joan Miro, Nicolas Schöffer, Henri Chopin, Paul-Armand Gette, 

Jean-Claude Silbermann, Jacques Spacagna and Roland Sabatier and includes original 

texts by Jean Khalfa, Isabelle Chol, Gaëlle Théval, Fréderic Acquaviva. 



The Dialogue between 
Painting and Poetry
Livres d’Artistes 1874 - 1999
Edited by Jean Khalfa 

RRP: £50.00 
ISBN 9781900355254
Paperback  /  19 full colour plates
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Lavishly illustrated with images from the Bibliothèque Littéraire Jacques 
Doucet in Paris, The Dialogue between Paining and Poetry: Livres d’Artistes 1874-
1999 is a collection of essays contributed by some of the leading experts in 
the field, including the director of the Bibliothèque, Yves Peyré. It takes as its 
starting point Edouard Manet’s collaboration with Stéphane Mallarmé, Edgar 
Allan Poe and Charles Cros in the 1870s and charts the movement through 
Dada and Surrealism to the end of the 20th century. It includes the collabora-
tive works of André Gide/Maurice Denis; Guillaume Apollinaire/André Derain; 
Max Jacob/Pablo Picasso;  Blaise Cendrars/Sonia Delaunay; Tristan Tzara/Hans 
Arp; André Malraux/Fernand Léger and Michel Leiris/Alberto Giacometti.



Born in 1932, Henri Maccheroni became known in the sixties for his 
large post-surrealist, biomorphic canvases. Later, in various series of 

paintings, such as Unfinished Worlds and The Night Ones, he system-
atically attempted to question the myths of Western art, and to design 
each work as a blueprint for a new form of aesthetic writing. During the 
seventies, he developed and theorized a new genre of “socio-critical” art 
(Cupboard with Bottles, Gift for the Partisans of the Death Penalty). Since 
1968, photography has become an important part of his oeuvre. One of 
his most famous series consists of 2000 photographs of the sex of a wom-
an. Other series include Skull-Meditations and several Great Archaeolo-
gies. Photography is involved in many of his collages (Manhattan-Grey). 
Maccheroni also works with engraving (etching, dry-point, heliogravure) 
as well as watercolour and ink-washes. In 1982 he co-founded the Na-
tional Centre of Contemporary Art in Nice. As a painter, photographer 
and engraver, Maccheroni has collaborated with numerous poets and 
writers such as Michel Butor, Jean-François Lyotard, Pierre Bourgeade 
and Claude Louis-Combet. His work has been featured in many journals 
including Obliques, Nue, Artitude and Phase. He has been widely exhib-
ited in Europe and in 2006 featured in an exhibition at the Whitechapel 
Gallery in London. The exhibition in the Wren Library, Trinity College, 
Cambridge in May 2007, organised by Jean Khalfa, was the first major 
British retrospective of his work.

MACCHERONI BOOKS / WORKS

ISBN:  9781900355568
RRP:  £25

Size: 240 x 240 mm
Extent:  80 pages

Fully illustrated throughout
32 pages of colour lithographs

Web: www.germinalproductions.com/
blackapollo/maccheroni02.htm

A special signed and numbered edition
 which includes original drawings by the 

artist is available from the publisher.



Lire c’est voir voir 
ecrire /Reading is 
seeing seeing writing 
by David Kelley 

ISBN 9781900355209

£20.00

In French and English

‘A brilliant integration of pic-

ture and verse by Britain’s fore-

most Baudelairean scholar.’ 

Lire c’est voir/Reading is seeing is a 

marvellous contemporary example 

of the dialogue between painting 

and poetry.   Th e images are won-

derfully constructed and the poet-

ry, in both French and English, is a 

delight.  Th e two together magically 

combine to give a special insight 

into the mind of the artist and the 

writer. 

David Kelley (1941-1999) taught 

art history at Warwick University and  

at Trinity College, Cambridge where he 

was a Fellow in French Literature.  He 

has written extensively on French po-

etry and, in 1994, was made an Offi cer 

des Arts et des Lettres for his services to 

French culture. 



Ordering Information

Black Apollo Books may be ordered directly through our website at:  
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